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THE lOW A HOMEMAKER 
"A Magazine for Homemakers from a Homemaker's School" 
VOLUME I JUNE AND JULY, 1921 NUMBERS 3-4 
Carrie Chapman Catt Returns to Iowa State College 
"I F ANYONE had told the tall, blue-
eyed, fun-loving young graduate of 
Iowa State during her first year of teach-
ing at Sigourney, Iowa, that she would 
some day return to her Alma Mater to 
deliver the annual commencement ad-
dress, she most likely would have enjoyed 
a good laugh at their erpense. But fate 
entered so romatically into the lite of 
Carrie Land that she is no longer the 
teacher of Sigourney but she is the 
world famous Carrie Chapman Catt, the 
international leader in the woman's move· 
ment. 
Carrie Lane first beheld the light of 
day at Ripon, Wis. She spent most of 
her early childhood in the Badger state 
and received her elementary education in 
the Ripon schools. Even as a child, she 
displayed keen wit and unusual executive 
ability. She was always the center of fun 
ln all the games which the cllildren 
played, but nevertheless Lhc responaihil· 
tty seemed to rest upon her shoulders and 
she was often called from her play to 
settle disputes over the number of 
marbles or which mud pie was the nicest 
or whose turn it was to be "It." 
The Lane familY then moved to Iowa 
and thus it was that when Carrie was a 
suitable age, Iowa State College was 
chosen as the school for her college work. 
With the money she had earned teach· 
ing school in her home district she came 
to Ames with all the enthusiasm and ac-
tivity ot a healthy, happy girl and seemed 
to make an imprint on the school and its 
members from the very tlrst. Miss Car· 
rie bellved in the doctrine or working 
very hard when one works and playing 
equally hard when one plays. For this 
reason slle was known on every part of 
the campus, both In a scholastic and a 
social sense. 
Miss Carrie's experience as a public 
speaker was gained from the college lit-
erary society, the Crescent. It was the 
custom in this society to call members to 
their feet, then give them a subject and 
require them to speak three minutes on 
that subject. It taught them to think upon 
their feet and to think quickly. Before 
her time, the girls in the society had left 
oratory to the boys and had contented 
themselves with writing esasys and giv· 
ing recitations, but Carrie Lane defied 
traditions and delivered a successful or-
ation. This innovation caused much com-
ment among the men students, which was 
nothing to the excitement which ensued 
when she announced her intention of 
forming a debating club. Its purpose was 
to train the girls to debate among them· 
selves until they gained self confidence 
to combat the abler sex. In carrying out 
her plan the young feminist leader met 
dil!iculty in finding a time in the already 
crouded schedule when the girls might 
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meet. 'l'he only available period was Sat-
w·day afternoon, which time was tra-
dlllonally reserved for the "walk." For 
an hour and a half late Saturday after· 
noon the college boys and girls could 
walk together on the campus. It was the 
scoial occasion of the week, the one time 
set aside for social activities. The boys 
invited the girls for this walk, everybody 
dressed up in their best and it was a 
very precious hour to those couples who 
were Interested in each other. 
'I'he proposal of Miss Lane's to break up 
the "walk" was hailed by the boys as an 
outrage and many became so angry they 
refused to speak to the debator who had 
really formed the club in all innocence 
of the distrubance it would create. But, 
eventually, peace reigned, the "walk" con· 
tinued and the girls of the college learned 
lo debate in public. 
After her graduation from Iowa Stat.e 
in 1880, Carrie Lane took a special 
course in law and then entered upon her 
career as a teacher. Her first pedagogic 
experience was gained at Sigourney, 
Iowa, where she was known as an excel· 
lent teacher and a wholesome girl with a 
sense of humor and a keen enjoyment for 
fun. From Sigourney she went to Mason 
City, Iowa, where she was soon made 
principal of the high school and later sup-
erintendent of all the schools In the city. 
All thru her years of teaching, Carrie 
Lane kept her eyes on women's activities 
in the political world and forsaw possib-
ities for the advancement of the sullrage 
question. 
While in Mason City, she met Mr. Leo 
Chapman, the editor of the Mason City 
Republican, and upon her marriage to 
him in 1884, she became joint owner and 
editor with him. It was at about this 
time she undertoo.k her first active sufl'-
rage lecture tour, stumping the state of 
South Dakota one summer. She learned 
much that summer, for she watched the 
women work in the fields with their hus· 
bands, in addition to doing their house-
work and taking care of their children, 
ontl she saw the part that pioneer women 
were taking in the opening of a new 
country. 
After a few years Mr. Chapmen sold his 
newspaper and the two moved to San 
Francisco where Mr. Chapman died sud-
denly. Thrown upon her own resources, 
Mrs. Chapman decided to earn her own 
living in newspaper work obtaining a 
position as advertising sol1citor on a 
trade paper. Only one other woman had 
ever been employed before her on a San 
Francisco paper, which gave abundant 
proof of her UJlusual ability. 
Going day after day among working 
men of all classes gave Mrs. Chapman 
something more than her daily bread. 
Often the men with whom she came in 
contact were rude and insulted her in a 
manner which she failed to understand, 
until it dawned upon her that she was 
placed in an environment far removed 
from any she had ever known, where she 
Lacked the backing of family, friends or 
school board. Now she was placed in an 
atmosphere where she seemed poor, 
friendless and alone, and she was treated 
with little or no respect. 
These experiences, and one that was 
especially disagreeable, waked her to the-
realization that she was only one of mil-
lions of women thrown on thei r own re-
sources who needed protection and she 
made up her mind that whatever other 
weapons women might need, education, 
business training and the ballot especial· 
ly should be placed in their hands. She 
determined to work for the ballot for wo-
men "not because of any good which they 
may presumably do w1tb il but becau~>tl 
they need every possible power that they 
may reside in it for their own protection." 
In 1890 Mrs. Chapman married Mr. 
George W. Catt, president of the Atlantic, 
Gulf and Pacific Company, engineers and 
contractors. Mr. Catt was an old college 
friend and in full sympathy with his 
wife's work. As long as he lived he aided 
her in every way, besides contributing 
may reside in it for their protection." 
In 1893, when Colorado enfranchised 
its women, Mrs. Catt was the only person 
who stumped the whole state in the in· 
terests of suffrage and the only member 
of the National Suffrage Association who 
actively helped the state organization. 
Tliree years later she was manager of the 
campaign which brought equal suffrage 
in Idaho. She was the first chairman ot 
the organization committee of the Na-
tional association, the first woman to try 
definitely to organize the movement in 
every state In the Union. It was natural, 
then, when in 1900, Miss Susan B. An· 
thony was obliged to resign the presi-
dency of the National Women's Sulirage 
Association on account of her advanced 
age, Mrs. Catt should be elected her suc· 
cessor. T.wo years later she Inaugurated 
her plan for a world league for sulirage 
and was made secretary or the temporary 
committee which formed and organized 
the first world sufl'rage convention whicb 
was held in Berlin tn 1904. 
Nearly twenty years have elapsed since 
that first world sufl'rage convention and 
for several years Mrs. Catt has held the 
responsible position of National and In· 
ternatlonal president of the Suft'rage AI· 
Hance. With her characteristic persist-
ence and diplomacy she bas guided and 
lead all women in their efforts for suff-
rage and tbere must have been a peculiar 
little feeling of satisfaction steal over her 
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on last election day when she realized 
that hundreds and thousands of women 
were going to the polls for the first time 
to take their part in managing the atrairs 
or the nation. 
Altho Mrs. Catt has not been a resident 
or Iowa for many years she has manifest-
ed a keen interest in the suffrage affairs 
of the state and did much in the begin-
ning to organize women of the state for 
their initial campaigns. In her bea.V)" 
schedule of lectures which took her not 
only to all parts of the United States but 
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to Europe as well, she has found time to 
squeeze in lectures to Iowa women. 
On June 15, when Iowa State College is 
closing its collegiate year and granting to 
successful seniors their diplomas, Carrie 
Chapman Catt will return to ber Alma 
Mater and deliver the commencement ad-
dress. She is the first woman wbo has 
ever addressed Iowa State on such an 
occasion. but who than she has a better 
right to be the first? She is one of Iowa 
State's old graduates. Sh~ has labored 
over the same difficulties this year's sen-
iors are facing and she has loved the 
school as they are learning to Jove it on 
the eve of their departure. More than 
this, she, a daughter of Iowa State has 
gone out into the world and made a name 
!l nd a record for herself that she may 
well be proud to claim. She is returning 
to pass on the benefits of her experiences. 
The fun loving girl who went out trom 
A.mes years ago to be a teacher is now re-
turning, not as a teacher but as the 
world-famous woman who bas done more 
than any other one in promoting the wo-
men's movements. Carrie Chapman Catt. 
A Neighborhood Playground 
W E WISH to introduce you to a. strange creature. It resists class· 
ification and analysis. It bas a tousley 
mat of indifferent colored hair surmount-
ing a defiant freckled face. Water it 
abhors except in ponds full. When it 
comes into the bouse, it topples over 
chairs and bric-a-brac. Its limbs are too 
short for its body and its clothes too 
short for its limbs. When it tries to talk 
its voice sometimes goes up and some-
times down. Taken all together, it is 
not ornamental nor particularly useful. 
The abode of civilization is no place for 
it Its natural occupation is hunting, 
fishing or fighting; i ts habitation Is the 
fields and woods. It Imagines itself an 
Indian and belongs to a. tribe who go on 
plundering e :t p e d i t i on s against its 
enemies. 
A year ago this wild animal was a well-
behaved studious boy, a model in the 
school and home; now we don't know 
wbat to call him. 
How often have you seen this dejected 
figure, slouching against a corner lamp 
post, defiantly watching a gang of work-
men erect a sky-scraper on the site which 
as a vacant lot had been his only play-
ground! Now there is no yard. If be 
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plays ball in the streets, he is promptly 
chased off. No wonder be turns and de· 
mands his rights. If he is not furnished 
with a. playground adequate ror his needs 
l1e will make a playground of the s treets 
a.nd lawns of the neighborhood. 
"We have no sense of responsibility In 
regard to the pleasures of young people 
and continually forget that amusement 
is stronger than vice and that it alone 
can stifle the lust for Jt. We see all 
about us much vice which Is merely a 
love for pleas11re gone wrong, the illicit 
expression of what might have been not 
ouly normal and recreative plea.sJire, but 
an instrument in the advance of 11igher 
social morality." 
Such a statement, from a. woman as 
vitally concerned with human welfare as 
Jane Adams, makes us think more ser-
iously of the provisions needed for 
wholesome play. 
\1\That provisions along this line has 
your community made? Do you have a 
playground and if so what mental pic· 
tures do you have of it. Is it not a hard 
sunbaked lot filled with disorderly chil· 
dren banging on teeter-totters, whirling 
dangerously on the Flying Dutchman, 
and washing picnic dishes and muddy 
feet in the hideous green enameled 
fountain? Compare this picture with 
what your playground might be, not a 
place filled with mechanical appa~atus 
ror PhYsical play alone, but a place with 
inducement for mental play as well. 
Surely you could secure a few acres or 
attractive land, perhaps with a. creek 
winding through it. Here, besides the 
large flat open spaces necessary for 
games, the children mjght h~ve a play 
garden where they could give vent to 
their creative instincts. Gardening is a 
correlatlve factor in the play movement. 
The soil idea is one of the first ideas 
coupled With play. As you all know, 
little children love to dig in dirt. And 
in gardening the child grasps the idea of 
life from watching his own plants grow. 
An enclosed playground has a psych<r 
logical value, as it transforms the play· 
ground from the vacant lot to a. definite 
unit, and gives something which the chil-
dren belong to, so- that the maintenance 
of discipline is much easier. A vine-cov-
ered wire fence is the most economical, 
and can be made very attractive. Morn-
ing glory, moonvine and wisteria can be 
used in the northern states, honeysuckle 
and clematis ln the southern states. 
Trees will not grow as quickly as vines 
but the whole playground or even the 
cummunity could be r eplanted with trees 
Inside of three years by the proper or-
gatlization of school children, who would 
plant the seed and then transplant the 
seedlings in the place where they are to 
grow. The Massachusetts Board of For-
. estry is attempting to Introduce the study 
of trees into the public schools. An or-
ganization of "Forest Crusaders" might 
be formed. The little bits of tots could 
be "dryads" and plant the seeds. The 
larger ones could be "elves" and trans-
plant the little trees. 'l'he boys and girls 
seven to eleven could be "rangers" and 
take care of the small trees. The big 
boys could ·be "foresters" and could range 
the woods and fields collecting seeds. For 
you who are interested in this ,the forest 
planting leaflets or Massachusetts For-
estry Department, and the following 
books might be of some help: 
How to Make School Gardens-F. D. 
Hemenway. 
Children's Gardens-Louise Klein. Mil-
ler. 
Agriculture Through the Laboratory 
and School Garden- Dougherty and Jack-
son. 
In the general planting of playgrounds, 
grass and shade trees are essential, a 
double t·ow or trees around each division 
